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Mr. BEREUTER demanded that the
vote be taken by the yeas and nays,
which demand was supported by one-
fifth of the Members present, so the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, pursuant to clause 5, rule I,
announced that further proceedings on
the motion were postponed.

988.16 INDEPENDENT RADIO
BROADCASTING IN AFRICA

Mr. BEREUTER moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
resolution (H. Res. 415):

Whereas Africa’s numerous ethnic groups,
with an estimated 2,000 languages and dia-
lects, have long been isolated from each
other;

Whereas radio is the primary means of
transmitting vital information in Africa and
linking African populations;

Whereas poverty, illiteracy, and logistical
difficulties make television and the print
media less utilized means of communication;

Whereas radio is not only compatible with
Africa’s oral traditions, but has the added
benefit of being affordable and adaptable;

Whereas African radio stations generally
are owned and operated by governments,
which being aware of radio’s power often
deny or delay applications for proposed inde-
pendent radio stations, harass officials or
staff of independent radio stations, or close
independent radio stations;

Whereas 53 independent journalists in Afri-
ca have been killed over the past 8 years, 42
other journalists were imprisoned last year
alone, and hundreds of others have been
threatened, harassed, or even physically as-
saulted;

Whereas standards of journalistic profes-
sionalism often are low in Africa, which
causes problems of accuracy in reporting
that often lead governments to overreact
and apply repressive legal remedies against
the media, including radio broadcasts;

Whereas biased government radio broad-
casts have promoted ruling parties and lim-
ited coverage of opposition political parties,
while inhibiting the free flow of information
necessary for citizens to effectively exercise
their electoral choices, thus undermining de-
mocracy;

Whereas the promotion of independent
ownership of local radio operations in Africa
is a useful tool for advancing the United
States foreign policy objective of promoting
democracy and human rights;

Whereas the phenomenon of ‘“‘hate radio”’
has fueled genocide in countries such as
Rwanda, in which an estimated half million
persons were killed in a largely ethnic purge
in 1994;

Whereas surrogate broadcasting, which
consists of locally generated news on issues
of local concern, has been well demonstrated
as a vehicle to promote democracy and
human rights in repressed regions and coun-
tries throughout the world;

Whereas the Voice of America has designed
the ““Radio Democracy for Africa’’ project to
create a surrogate radio operation through-
out Africa to promote democracy and human
rights; and

Whereas the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act calls for the United States Infor-
mation Agency to use its broadcasts to pro-
mote economic reforms in addition to its
current promotion of political reforms: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That
Representatives—

(1) supports the creation and operation of
the Voice of America’s surrogate radio
project known as ‘“Radio Democracy for Af-
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rica” which includes journalist training and
journalist exchange components;

(2) urges the United States Information
Agency to expand its economic, political,
and human rights programming in Africa to
support indigenous efforts aimed at pro-
moting democratization, human rights, eco-
nomic development, and good governance;

(3) calls on the Agency for International
Development to adopt a comprehensive
strategy for the promotion of free and inde-
pendent African media, especially radio, by
supporting journalist and other media train-
ing programs, assisting in the development
of African media associations, facilitating
the creation of African news gathering and
delivery networks, and encouraging the use
of radio as an educational medium on a vari-
ety of topics, including but not limited to de-
mocracy, human rights, and economic devel-
opment;

(4) calls on the United States Government
to encourage local and foreign investment in
independent local radio operations in Africa;

(5) urges the United States Government to
make freedom of speech and the safety of
journalists a priority in discussions with Af-
rican governments on democracy and human
rights;

(6) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to use all reasonable means to help
safeguard the operation of independent radio
stations and the legitimate activities of
journalists in African countries; and

(7) urges the United States Government to
support and assist the development of mech-
anisms and institutions for the protection of
independent journalists and to discourage
the now frequent use of draconian laws and
government policies inhibiting freedom of
speech in Africa.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, recognized Mr. BEREUTER
and Mr. LANTOS, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said resolution?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said resolution was agreed to was, by
unanimous consent, laid on the table.

188.17 USIA TELEVISION PROGRAM
AVAILABILITY TO THE UKRAINIAN
MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

Mr. BEREUTER moved to suspend
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 4083) to
make available to the Ukrainian Mu-
seum and Archives the USIA television
program ‘““Windows on America’’; as
amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, recognized Mr. BEREUTER
and Mr. LANTOS, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
pass said bill, as amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
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the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

188.18 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN
RECOVERING CHILDREN ABDUCTED IN
THE U.S.

Mr. BEREUTER moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
224):

Whereas many children in the United
States have been abducted by family mem-
bers who are foreign nationals and living in
foreign countries;

Whereas children who have been abducted
by an estranged father are very rarely re-
turned, through legal remedies, from coun-
tries that only recognize the custody rights
of the father;

Whereas there are at least 140 cases that
need to be resolved in which children have
been abducted by family members and taken
to foreign countries;

Whereas, although the Convention on the
Civil Aspects of International Child Abduc-
tion, done at the Hague on October 25, 1980,
has made progress in aiding the return of ab-
ducted children, the Convention does not ad-
dress the criminal aspects of child abduc-
tion, and there is a need to reach agreements
regarding child abduction with countries
that are not parties to the Convention; and

Whereas decisions on awarding custody of
children should be made in the children’s
best interest, and persons who violate laws
of the United States by abducting their chil-
dren should not be rewarded by being grant-
ed custody of those children: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress urges
international cooperation in working to re-
solve those cases in which children in the
United States are abducted by family mem-
bers who are foreign nationals and taken to
foreign countries, and in seeing that justice
is served by holding accountable the abduc-
tors for violations of criminal law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, recognized Mr. BEREUTER
and Mr. LANTOS, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said concurrent resolution?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mrs.
MORELLA, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution was agreed
to was, by unanimous consent, laid on
the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

188.19 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
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